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By Caolán Caterson 

Year 13 English pupils engaged in a truly invigorating cultural experience during their visit to the recently 

opened Seamus Heaney Homeplace in Bellaghy on Tuesday 13th December. The aim of the trip was to further 

aid the pupils in their study of Heaney and Frost poetry. 

The pupils were treated to open spaces which allowed them to freely roam and discover more about the works 

of Ireland’s own national literary treasure. This was followed by a fascinating and inspiring lecture from Ulster 

University’s own Dr Frank Ferguson.  

A light lunch of homemade soup and wheaten bread was enjoyed by all. Afterwards, there was a cross         

community activity which centred around the boys discussing and analysing poetry with Foyle College and  

Ballymena Academy pupils whilst being supervised by English PhD students. 

One student has described the trip thus: “The discussions with pupils from other schools and the exhibitions on 

display gave me a much deeper understanding of the poetry from Frost and Heaney.” Overall, it proved to be an 

enjoyable and educational day out. 



 

 

Article and picture from Irish News - Picture by Jim Dunne  

WORLD records are not two-a-penny. 

They are difficult to come by, but Lorcan McBride made the feat look easy last month at the USHA Junior National 4-Wall      

Championships in Tucson, Arizona, on his first visit to handball competitions in America. 

He arrived back home in Tyrone with three gold medals in his luggage, after brushing aside all opposition. It is a performance that 

no other player ever achieved and, naturally, a world record holder is always in line to pick up other awards.  

That's what has happened for the 15-year-old Omagh CBS student as he is named the winner of the Ulster GAA Writers' Monthly 

Merit Award, backed by Quinn Building Products, for December and becomes the youngest ever winner of the honour.  

“I was surprised and delighted when told by the organisers of the US Junior Championships, that I was the first person to win three 

gold medals, in the same year, at the competitions,” said McBride. 

“It was my first time to play in the US Juniors. I had high hopes of doing well but never expected to return home with three gold 

medals.” 

Not only did six-footer McBride achieve that record feat but he did it across different competitions, winning at small ball, large ball 

and doubles. In 16 games, he never dropped a match and lost only 34 aces, winning six games 21-0 and five at 21-1. The highest 

number of points that any opponent took off him was seven and that was in the Doubles final. 

McBride arrived at the Tucson Racquet & Fitness Club without a doubles partner and so did Waterford lad Michael Kiely. They 

joined forces and the rest is history. 

“I never met Michael before or knew anything about him but we both needed a partner for the Doubles and we decided to team up. 

It was a chance meeting and a very lucky one,” said the Carrickmore teenager. 

With a late December treble victory that created a world record it was difficult to pass McBride for the December merit award. He 

did have opposition from Paddy Quigg, who starred with Kilrea in the Ulster Minor Football tournament, Peter Harte (Tyrone) and 

Charlie Vernon (Armagh), who both impressed in the Ó Fiaich Cup, but McBride came through the debate. 

“To know that I am the youngest winner of this award is also a great honour,” said McBride after being presented with his award by 

Séamus McMahon, the Quinn Building Products sales and marketing director and UGAAWA chairman John Martin. 

He has already tucked away three All-Ireland trophies with his next big event being the U16 Championships in a few months' time. 

The Omagh CBS fifth year student also plays football so with competing in both codes, plus studying, his free time is limited. 

“It takes a lot of time management to keep handball, football and studies all going,” he added. 

McBride receives an engraved Belleek Living Vase, training gear from O'Neill's International Sports, specially engraved cuff links 

from Carlingford Design House and a medical kit bag from 3FiveTwo Communications on behalf of Kingsbridge Private Hospital, 

Belfast. 

He also gets two tickets to the UGAAWA annual awards presentation function on January 27 at the Four Seasons Hotel. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fed up queuing at lunch time? Why not use the  

pre-order   service. Simply fill in your order form 

at breakfast/ break time, and then collect your 

sandwich, salad box or roll and drink at the        

Assembly Hall at lunch time.  

Your cashless account will be deducted, so ensure 

you have enough money to cover your           

purchase!! 

Order forms are available at the Canteen and 

Assembly Hall at Breakfast and Break time. 

 

 



Important Notice 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the moment we have a number of pupils in school 

who are highly sensitive to nuts in particular peanuts, 

exposure or ingestion of nuts can cause very serious 

health problems for some students therefore.. 

We would very much appreciate if  pupils refrain 

from   bringing nuts or nut products ie peanut bars, 

sweets, into school, and to remain diligent if any of 

their friends suffer from nut allergies, also; 

If pupils are travelling on school trips, we request 

that they refrain from bringing any form of nut or 

nut products on the trip, to ensure the safety of their 

friends.  

 

 


