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January 2020 Ski Trip 



Principal’s Letter 
Key Stage GCSE Choices 

7th April 2020  

 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 

We are living in very difficult times and I hope and pray that you and your extended circle of family and friends 

are keeping well in the midst of this pandemic. Teachers are continuing to engage with the students through 

remote learning and the Senior Leadership Team continue to plan for the opening of the school in September. 

We have put in place arrangements for you and your son to make decisions on the subjects that he will study 

for his GCSEs. Normally this Key Stage 4 Prospectus would have been provided to you at our GCSE Choices 

Evening, however, due to the current circumstances we will carry out the choices process digitally.  

 

On the following pages of this Key Stage 4 Prospectus there is information on the subjects we are able to offer 

for GCSE and BTEC Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE) for September 2020. The prospectus is also available on our 

school website.  

 

Students in Key Stage 4 will study up to 10 GCSE subjects including seven compulsory subjects. The compulsory 

subjects are English Language, English Literature, Learning for Life and Work, Mathematics Religious Education 

and Double Award Science. 

 

To ensure that your son sits the Science course that is most suitable to his ability and interests, we will provide 

Double Award Science and a Single Award Science class. Double Award Science is worth two GCSE awards and 

Single Award Science is worth one GCSE. The decision on which GCSE Science course your son will study will 

be based on his progress in Year 10 as shown by his Continuous Assessment results throughout the year.   

Your son’s choices will be completed using a Microsoft Form online. A sample copy of the form is included in 

this Information Booklet. 

 

Your son can also choose three subjects from the following list: 

 

Our Careers staff, Mrs McMorrow and Mrs McCaughey will be available to discuss career options and subject 

combinations. Please contact the school by email at info@cbs.omagh.ni.sch.uk and leave a brief outline of 

your query and a telephone contact where you can be reached during the working day and a member of the 

Careers Dept will contact you. If you have any difficulties accessing the Microsoft Form, please email the school 

on the above email address and IT support can be provided. Can you please complete the Microsoft Subject 

Choices Form and return it to the school by Friday 17th April? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

________________ 

Mr Foncy McConnell 

Principal 
 

Agriculture and Land Use   Computer Science Hospitality Spanish 

Art and Design Digital Technology  Irish Sport (BTEC) 

Business Studies  Engineering (BTEC)  Further Maths  Technology: Systems Control 

Business & Communication Geography Music   

Construction (BTEC) History   Performing Arts  

mailto:info@cbs.omagh.ni.sch.uk


 

Subject Choices for KS4 
 Students in Key Stage 4 will study up to 10 GCSE subjects. This will include six compulsory subjects which 

will provide you with up to 7 grades as Double Award Science counts as two GCSEs. The compulsory subjects 

are as follows: - 

   

   English Language                                           English Literature  

   Learning for Life and Work                             Mathematics   

   Science                                                          Religious Education 

   

Agriculture and Land Use   Geography  

Art & Design  History  

Business Studies  Hospitality   

Business and Communication Systems   Irish  

Computer Science   Music BTEC Level II    

Construction  Spanish  

Digital Technology (formerly ICT)  Sport BTEC Level II  

Engineering BTEC Level II    Technology (Systems Control)  

Further Mathematics   

 

We want to ensure that your son sits the Science course that is most suitable to his ability and interests. 

We will provide Double Award Science classes at Higher Tier and Foundation Tier and we will also provide 

a Single Award Science class. Double Award Science is worth two GCSE awards and Single Award Science is 

worth one GCSE. The decision on which GCSE Science course your son will study will be based on his 

progress in Year 10 as shown by his Continuous Assessment results throughout the year.   

  

If your son studies Double Award Science, he will potentially achieve 10 GCSEs and with Single Award 

Science he will study for 9 GCSEs. Students will then select their remaining three subjects from the list 

above.  The school will endeavour to provide students with as much choice as possible but if a subject is 

oversubscribed then students will be selected for that particular subject on the basis of their Year 10 

Christmas report. If a subject does not have enough students wishing to study it next year, then it may not 

be possible to offer a GCSE in that subject and students will have to study an alternative subject.    

In addition to their GCSEs all students will also have P.E. as a compulsory part of the curriculum. 

Employability and Learning for Life will be formally examined through the GCSE in Learning for Life and 

Work.  

   

Students may also choose one more subject which will be taught outside the formal timetable; i.e. after 

school or at lunchtime:  

• GCSE Performing Arts: 3.30—5.00pm on two evenings. This allows students from other schools to join the 

class  

• GCSE Music: 3.30—5.00pm on two evenings in Year 11 and at lunchtime in Year 12.   

 

 You may only select a maximum of two subjects from the Technology department – Technology and 

Design, Construction and Engineering.  



GCSE SUBJECT CHOICES  INFORMATION BOOKLET 2020-21 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Careers Information 
 
Several of the top UK universities require a modern foreign language at GCSE Grade C or above for entry 
onto some of their courses; e.g. it is a requirement for studying English Literature at Edinburgh, Durham 
and Warwick universities. Universities in the South of Ireland require a GCSE in one Modern Language for 
entry onto most of their courses – this modern language can be Irish or Spanish.   
  
Double Award Science is an acceptable Science qualification for entry into all career paths.   
  
Whilst it is important to consider your KS4 options and subject choices carefully please do not worry 
unnecessarily as the school has set the core compulsory subjects so that the vast majority of careers are 
still open to you. BTEC Level II courses are acceptable to the vast majority of universities, however, they 
might look at performance in the individual units as well as the overall grade achieved so it would be 
important that students achieved well across all their units.  
 

 

Top Achievers at GCSE Level August 2019 
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Subjects Required for Degree Courses  
Below is a list of the subject requirements for a range of Degree courses. The information is mostly based 
on entry to courses in N. Ireland and is compiled from the universities’ 2019 Prospectuses.  
  
As fees at N. Ireland universities are lower than for England, Scotland and Wales this creates increased 
demand for places here, therefore, asking grades for the courses listed below may be higher than for other 
UK universities. University of Ulster often offer the same course e.g. Accounting/ Law / ICT/ Business at 
several of their campuses and asking grades at Magee or Coleraine campus may be lower – simply because 
there are fewer applicants.   
  
Many degrees are now offered on a part-time basis and as there is less restriction on the number of places 
offered the asking grades/ points are usually lower. Also, as students are assessed on their income rather 
than family income when calculating   eligibility for paying fees, part-time degrees can be a much more 
affordable option.  On completion of A’ Levels/ BTEC          qualifications an excellent range of Foundation 
degrees are also offered at South West and North West Regional Colleges. These can offer students the 
opportunity to study a third level qualification nearer to home at a much more affordable cost. On 
completion students can complete further study at QUB/ UU if they then wish to top these up to an 
Honours degree or alternatively, enter the world of work.    
 For more detailed information on entry requirements for further/ higher education courses (including 

GCSE requirements) check out the entry profile on the relevant university/ college website. Students are 

also advised to register with the student portal at all universities they may be interested in as this will 

offer them very useful information on specific courses/ careers they may be      interested in as well as 

advice from current undergraduate students.   

  
Some degree courses will require GCSE Maths at Grade B; the vast majority require a minimum of Grade C 
in English and Maths. Very high demand courses, such as Medicine, Dentistry, Actuarial Science and 
Pharmacy, place a lot of emphasis on GCSE results and will have a GCSE performance threshold.   
  
If you have a particular career path in mind and a particular subject(s) is listed as required in the table, you 
must ensure that you study that subject(s) at Post 16.    

 

 

 

Requirements 

for Degree 

Courses  

Subjects Required at A-Level A-Level Grades/Points 
Websites & Other 

Information 

Accounting – 

QUB  

Accounting - 

ULS  

No specific ‘A’ Levels.   

Maths, Accounting or Business  

Studies useful  

AAB + GCSE Maths B (QUB)  

ABB or BBB if offering Maths  

A Level and GCSE Maths B 

(UU)  

www.accaglobal.com 

www.cimaglobal.com  

Architecture    Useful ‘A’ Levels include Art, Maths 
and Physics.   
For a small no. of degree courses  

Maths and/or   

Physics, plus Art, are required.  

AAB (QUB)  

  

BBB (UU)  

Applicants with a grade C in 
GCSE Art or no Art at 
GCSE/Alevel may be invited for 
a portfolio interview (QUB)   
Submission of a satisfactory 

portfolio (UU)  

http://www.accaglobal.com/
http://www.accaglobal.com/
http://www.accaglobal.com/
http://www.cimaglobal.com/
http://www.cimaglobal.com/
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Biological 

Sciences   

Biology and at least one from 
Chemistry (preferred), Geography, 
Maths or Physics.  
GCSE Double Award Science.  

ABB – BBB + GCSE Double  

Award Science CC and Maths 

C   

  

Biomedical  

Science   

2 science subjects; Biology/ 
Chemistry plus one other.  
GCSE Double Award Science.  

AAB – ABB (QUB)+ GCSE 
Double Award Science CC and 
Maths C  
BBB (UU) + GCSE Maths,  

English and Double Award  

Science C   

 

A wider range of subjects are 

accepted at UU, see website for 

details   

Business 

Studies  

Not specified; Business Studies 

useful  

ABB + GCSE Maths B (QUB) 

AAB-BBB (UU)   

Visit www.bized.co.uk or the 

website of the  

 Institute of  Management: 

www.inst-mgt.org.uk.  
 (N.B. Asking grades/ tariff points 

for UU will vary depending on 

campus and specific business 

course applied to.)   

Computing  Some courses may require Maths or 

Software Systems, Development or 

Digital Technology A’ Level or will 

offer a one grade drop if offering 

one of above.   

 

AAB-BBB (QUB) ABB-BBB + 

GCSE Maths C*(UU)   

(N.B. Asking grades for UU will 

vary depending on campus and 

specific computing courses 

applied to.)   

Dentistry  Biology and Chemistry A-level 
required plus UKCAT admission 
test .  
GCSE Double Award Science.  

AAA   British Dental Association   
www.bda-dentistry.org.uk and 

the General Dental    Council 

www.gdc-uk.org   

Engineering  Maths and another science subject, 
e.g. Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Technology & Design, Software   
Systems Development, Geography,  

Life & Health Sciences   

Grades vary from AAA-BBB 
depending on specific        
Engineering degree taken.  
Some courses may require 
GCSE Maths A and Double  
Award Science   

Royal Academy of Engineering 

www.raeng.org.uk  

 

 

 

Requirements 

for Degree 

Courses  

Subjects Required at A-Level A-Level Grades/Points 
Websites & Other 

Information 

Environmental 

Health  

One from Mathematics, Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, Geography, 

Home Economics, Food, Nutrition 

and Health or Health and Social 

Care or Applied Science, Life and 

Health Sciences (single or double 

award)  

ABC (UU)   Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health  
www.cieh.org  

http://www.bized.co.uk/
http://www.bized.co.uk/
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk/
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk/
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk/
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk/
http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk/
http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk/
http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk/
http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk/
http://www.gdc-uk.org/
http://www.gdc-uk.org/
http://www.gdc-uk.org/
http://www.gdc-uk.org/
http://www.raeng.org.uk/
http://www.raeng.org.uk/
http://www.cieh.org/
http://www.cieh.org/
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Environmental 

Science  

2 Science subjects from 

Geography, Biology, Physics, 

Chemistry, Mathematics, Physical 

Education, Single Award Science, 

ICT, Nutrition and Food Science, 

Software Systems Development, 

Single Award Life & Health 

Sciences   

BBB (UU)     

I.T./  

CIT / BIT  

Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, 

Software Systems Development, 

Computing. See website for 

subjects relevant to specific 

degree. Some courses may offer a 

grade drop if offering one of the 

above desirable subjects at grade 

B       

AAB – BBB   www. bringitonni.info  

Law   No essential A Levels but subjects 

that develop critical thinking and 

analytical skills such as English 

and/or History are useful.  

AAA (QUB)    

  

ABB-BBB (UU)   

(N.B. Asking grades for UU vary 

according to campus)  

Medicine  

   

Chemistry + Biology, Maths or 

Physics. GCSE Double Award 

Science required. UKCAT 

admissions test   

 

AAA at A-level + A in a fourth  

AS-level – A*AA + AS-level  

Biology grade B   

www.medschools.a
c.uk 
www.bma.org.uk.  
British Medical Association  

Nursing (BSc)  A relevant science useful but not 

essential.  

BBC / BCC (QUB) BBC 

(UU)  

NHS Careers 
(www.nhs.uk/careers), the 
Royal College of  Nursing 
(www.rcn.org.uk) and the Royal   
College of Midwives  
(www.rcm.org.uk)  

Occupational 

Therapy  

None  BBB & HPAT   admissions 

test (UU)  

The College of Occupational 
Therapy (www.cot.co.uk).  

Optometry  2 science subjects from Biology, 

Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics,  

Double Award (DA)Life and Health 

Science. (DA) Science   

 

AAB (UU)   www.college-optometrists.org  

 

Requirements 

for Degree 

Courses 

Subjects Required at A-Level A-Level Grades/Points 
Websites & Other 

Information 

Pharmacy  Chemistry, Biology GCSE and for A’ 

Level Chemistry and Biology will 

keep the vast majority of courses 

open.  

AAB   www.rpsgb.org.uk  

Physiotherapy  One from Chemistry, Biology, 

Mathematics, Physics or Double  

Award Life & Health Sciences   

BBB & HPAT  

admissions test (UU)  

Charted Society of 

Physiotherapy 

www.csp.org.uk  

http://www.medschools.ac.uk/
http://www.medschools.ac.uk/
http://www.medschools.ac.uk/
http://www.medschools.ac.uk/
http://www.bma.org.uk/
http://www.bma.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/careers
http://www.nhs.uk/careers
http://www.rcn.org.uk/
http://www.rcn.org.uk/
http://www.rcm.org.uk/
http://www.rcm.org.uk/
http://www.rcm.org.uk/
http://www.cot.co.uk/
http://www.cot.co.uk/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.rpsgb.org.uk/
http://www.rpsgb.org.uk/
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Quantity 

Surveying  

One from Maths, Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, Engineering or 

Construction preferred.  

ABB/ (AAA if none of the 

preferred A Levels offered.)  

Royal Institute of Chartered   

Surveyors www.rics.org.uk  

Radiography  1 Science from Maths, Physics,  

Chemistry, Biology or Double 
Award Life & Health Sciences. 2nd 
Science may be desirable for some 
courses.  
GCSE Double Award Science.  

BBB & HPAT  

admissions test (UU)  

Diagnostic radiographers use X-
rays, ultrasound and magnetic 
resonance imaging to produce 
images of the body. 
Therapeutic radiographers are 
involved in the treatment of 
cancer. Contact the Society of 
Radiographers www.sor.org  
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UCAS Tariff Points  
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GCSE Subjects offered 2020-2021 

 
 

The school will endeavour to provide students with as much choice as possible but if a subject is 

oversubscribed then students will be selected for that particular subject on the basis of their Year 10 

Christmas report. If a subject does not have enough students wishing to study it next year, then it may not 

be possible to offer a GCSE in that subject and students will have to study an alternative subject 

In addition to their GCSEs all students will also have P.E. as a compulsory part of the curriculum. Employability 

and Learning for Life will be formally examined through the GCSE in Learning for Life and Work.   
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GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 
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 GCSE Art and Design 
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GCSE Business Studies 

 
G 
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GCSE Business and Communication Systems 
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GCSE Computer Science 
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GCSE Construction and the Built Environment 
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GCSE Digital Technology 
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Level 2 Engineering 
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GCSE Further Maths 
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GCSE Geography 
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GCSE History 
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GCSE Hospitality 
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GCSE Irish 
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GCSE Music 
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GCSE Performing Arts 
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Level 2 Sport 
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GCSE Spanish 
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GCSE Technology (Systems Control) 
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Exam Results – Summer 2019 
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GCSE Assessment 
Terminal and Modular Exam Explained  

  

Terminal exams are those which are taken at the end of the GCSE studies i.e. at the end of Year 12.  Modular exams are 

those which are taken at the end of a module (unit of work), and typically may also be available in the Spring, Autumn and 

Summer of Year 11 and 12.  As we go to print, the   English Exam boards will be discontinuing modular exams while CCEA 

(NI exam body) seem set to continue with modular options. Student progress is monitored by departments and Mr J Murray. 

(Head of School). Decisions on levels of commitment by students, including tiers of entry, will be based on academic 

progress.  

  

After School Study  

  

Performing Arts is available as an after-school GCSE option. Students should be aware that such an additional commitment 

to further GCSE study, be only undertaken in the surety that it will not impact negatively on progress within their formal 

GCSE timetable.  

  

Controlled Assessments and Coursework  

  

Controlled Assessment — some GCSE subjects contain a controlled assessment element, and this requires students to 

spend a good deal of time in undertaking research, preparation and completion of final tasks. All departments assist 

students by drawing up a schedule of staged deadlines by which time the required parts are to be completed. It is very 

important that you assist your son in managing his time effectively so that such deadlines are met. Controlled Assessments 

are prepared in class and at home but are completed under examination conditions during supervised class time.  

  

Coursework Some applied subjects still complete coursework as above but without the examination style completion. All 

such work is scheduled to allow students to complete their work to an appropriate standard, within a given time frame, while 

also allowing a full delivery of each course. Schedules are finalised at the start of each academic year. These tasks may 

extend beyond timetabled class for some subjects and therefore require a degree of timetabling in line with other events 

within the school calendar. Therefore, these are subject to minor changes as the year progresses.  The academic schedules 

are published online on the school website in the KS4 Subject Information Booklet on the school website 

www.omaghcbs.org.   

  

Coursework & Controlled Assessment Policy   

  

The policy details the roles and responsibilities within the managing and assessment of Coursework and Controlled 

Assessment and can be accessed on the school’s website www.omaghcbs.org 

 

 

http://www.omaghcbs.org/
http://www.omaghcbs.org/
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Sample Choices Form 
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Careers Department Information PowerPoint Slides 
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