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Subject Choices for KS4

Most students in Key Stage 4 will study up to 10 GCSE subjects. This will include six compulsory subjects which
you with up to seven grades as Double Award Science counts as two GCSEs.
The compulsory subjects are as fellows:

English Language English Literature
Learning for Life and Work Mathematics
Double Award Science Religious Education

Agriculture and Land Use |Further Mathematics
Art & Design Geography
Business Studies History

Business and Communicati|Hospitality
Systems

Computer Science Irish

Construction Music

Digital Technology Spanish

Drama Sport BTEC Level 2

Engineering BTEC Level 2 [Technology (Systems Contr

Students will select their remalimizry subjectgrom the list above. They will also be asked to choose a reserve opt
The school will endeavour to provide students with as much choice as possible but if a subject is oversub:s
students will be selected for that particular subject on the basis of their Year 10 Christmas report anthén consult
relevant Head of Department. If a subject does not have enough students wishing to study it next year, then i
possible to offer a GCSE in that subject and students will have to study an alternative subject.

In addition to their GCSEs all students will also have P.E. as a compulsory part of the curriculum. Employability a
for Life will be formally examined through the GCSE in Learning for Life and Work.

Students may only selent@imum of twsubjects from Technology and Design, Construction & BTec Engineer

Students may only sedeetffrom GCSE Digital Technology and GCSE Computer Science

|l
|l
] Students may only sedeetfrom Business Studies and Business Communication Systems
|l

Students must achieve Grade A/ A+ in Year 10 Maths Assessments to study GCSE Further Maths



Careers

Several of the top UK universities require a modern foreign language at GCSE Grade C or above for entry onto
courses. Traditional universities in the South of Ireland require a GCSE in one Modern Language for entry onto
course$ this modern language can be Irish or Spanish. Please check individual universities for up to date criteria

Double Award Science is an acceptable Science qualification for entry into all career paths.

Whilst it is important to consider your KS4 options and subject choices carefully please do not worry unneces
school has set the core compulsory subjects so that the vast majority of careers are still open to you wethe future
2 courses are acceptable to the vast majority of universities, however, they might look at performance an the indi\
well as the overall grade achieved so it would be important that students achieve well aclosthalSingtin iits.
Ireland, applied subjects including BTECs are not given the same level of recognition. Please check fadividual u
up to date criteria.




Subjects Required for Degree Coul

I ncluded is a |ist of the subject requirements for
based on entry .tobpelcorud sasd i ns Ncompi léendsfr aamp ttloe
Prospectus available at going to print.

As fees at N. Il reland universities are | ower than

demand for places here, therefore, asking grades f
ot her UK wuniversities. Ul ster University often of
Business at several of their campuses and asking g
simply because there are fewer applicants.

Many degrees are notwi noef fbearseids oann da apsartthere i s no

pl aces offered, the asking grades/ points are usu
i ncome rather than family income whe#rn iameel dwelgateiersg
a much more affordabl e olpevieolns./ BONE G ognhupalleitfiiocna toifo n/
Foundati on degrees are also offered at South West

students the opportunity to study a third | evel q u
cost. On completion students can complete a furthe
to top these up to an Honours degree. A number of
at Regional Coll eges

For more detailed information on entry requirement
GCSE requirementehtrcheqrkotbliud ertehleev ant uni versity/

are also advised to register with the student port
wi || of fer them very useful information on specifi
advice from current undergraduate students

Some degree courses wild.l require GCSE Maths at Gr
Grade C in English and Mat hs. Very high demand ¢
Science and Phar macy, place a | ot of emphasis on

threshol d. A Il anguage at GCSE will be required f
Trinity College Dublin and University of Gal way.)

I f you have a particular career path in mind and a
you must ensure that you study that subject(s) at

o0



Accounting

No specificllevels, Maths or
Business Studies useful

AAB + GCSE Maths@JB

BBB or BBC if offeridgefel
Maths or Physics. GCSE M

www.accaglobal.com

www.cimaglobal.com
https://www.charteredaccountants.ie/

C* or abovdJU
Architecture Useful Aevels include Art, Mat AAAI QUB Applicants with a grade C in GCSE Art or no Art at| GCSE/A
and Physics. For a small numk -level may be invited to submit a digital artip@itfBlio
of degree courses Maths and/¢ BBC-UU Applicants will be required to submit a portfolio, ex¢ept
Physics, plus Art are required where the applicant has GCSE Art at Grade B-or h|gher

uu

Biological Scienc

Biology. A secondetel from
Chemistry (preferred), Geogra
Mathematics or Physics

ABBi BBB + GCSE DA
Science CC and Maths C
QUB

For offer of ABB inc. Biology then Chethéstey Aot

required but it would be an advantage to have studied

Chemistry beyond GCSE level.

Biomedical
Science

2 science subjects: Biology an
Chemistry plus one other

AABABB + GCSE DA Scie
CC and Mathsi@QUB

Grades BBB (including 2
science subjects)

QUB Acceptable second Science subjects:
Computer Science, ICT, Environmental Technolog
Geography, Mathematics, Physics, Psychology,
Technology & Design.

UUd One from Chemistry, Physics, Maths Biology

f which

Chemistry is preferred if applying with PE, Geography or

ICT

Business Studies]

Business Studies useful

ABB + GCSE Maths@JB

BBC- UU

Visitwww.bized.co.okthe website of Institute of
Managementvww.ingingt.org.uk

N.B. Asking grades for UU will vary depending on
and specific business course applied to.

ampus

Computing Some courses may require Mg AABi BBBi QUB N.B. Asking grades will vary depending on campug and
Software Systems Developme specific computing courses applied to, as well as r¢levant
Digital Technology.ével or may] BBBi CCG UU subjects studied at Pt
offer a one grade drop if offeri
one of above. https://www.econemgov.uk/sites/default/files/
publications/economy/G&ulletirsoftware
technology.pdf
Dentistry Biology and Chemistiyerel AAA + UCAT admission-teg Visit British Dental Associatmn.bddentistry.org.uk
required. QuUB and the General Dental Coumnail.gdak.org
GCSEs will be scored using
A_maX|mum of 1 applideval pomEs system on bes.t 9 sull career advice on becoming a Dentist:
will be counted Jdeecttas:lsee QUB website for https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZziPWp7Ffl
Engineering Maths and another science AAAI BBB Grades vary Royal Academy of Engineaving.raeng.org.uk

subject, e.g. Physics, Chemist
Biology, Technology and Desi
Software Systems Developme
Geography. Some courses mg
require GCSE Maths A and DA
Science

depending on specific
Engineering degree taken.
QUB.

ABBi BBC Grades vary
depending on specific
Engineering degree taken
uu

The Institution of Engineering and Technology:
www.theiet.org

Some courses may offer a one grade drop if offering a

desirable subje@ee university website for accuratg
grade requirements

Environmental
Health

One from Mathematics, Physid
Chemistry, Biology, Geograph
Life and Health Sciences (sing
double award) Environmental
Technology.

BBB to include grade B fro
one of the listed subjetib

Chartered Institute of Environmental Weithieh.org

Games Design

An |.T. based subject would be
useful

BBCGBCC UU

Epic Games have awarde
Academy academic partner status. The Unreal A
ic Partner Program recognises exemplary unive
that have successfully integrated Unreal Engin
their classes and labs.

d Ul
cadem-
rsities
P into

I.T./CIT/BIT

Mathematics, Software Systen
Development, Computing, Dig
Technology, ICT, Biology,

Chemistry, Physics. See webs
for subjects relevant to specifig

degree

AABI BBBi QUB

BBC CCCG UU

www.bringitonni.info

N.B. Some courses may offer a grade reduction if
desired subjedtsee university website for details

btudying



http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk
http://www.gdc-uk.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZziPWp7FfI
http://www.raeng.org.uk
http://www.theiet.org
http://www.cieh.org
http://www.bringitonni.info
http://www.accaglobal.com
http://www.cimaglobal.com
https://www.charteredaccountants.ie/
http://www.bized.co.uk
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf

Law No essentiatAevel subjects AAAT QUB N.B. Asking grades for UU vary according to campps
required but subjects that deve
critical thinking and analytical { ABBi BBB- UU
such as English, History or Po
are useful
Medicine Chemistry and Biology, Maths| AAA at Aevel + A in a fourt Medical Schools Couneibw.medschools.ac.uk
Physics. DA Science ASlevel subject incleiel
Chemistry + at least one ot
from Biology, Maths or Phy] o . ; -
tomw. .org.
If not offered afevel then British Medical Associa bma.org.uk
Biology grade A as a 4th
ASlevel : :
OR The Medic Portdittps://www.themedicportal.com/
A*AA at-fevel including
Chemistry and Biology
OR
A*AA atfevel including UCAT will be scored and used in conjunction with fhe
Chemistry and either GCSE score to rank for interview.
Mathematics or Physics +
ASlevel Biology grade B
QUB
plus UCAT admissions test
Nursing A relevant science useful BBC BCC QUB NHS Careensww.nhs.uk/careers
The Royal College of Nurgiws.rcn.org.uk
BBCG UU The Royal College of Midwiweg.rcm.org.uk
Occupational Theg A relevant science useful BBBi UU The College of Occupational THewnapw.cot.co.uk
apy
Successful interview requird
Optometry Two science subjects from Biq ABB- UU College of Optometrists: www.coppg@etrists.org
Chemistry, Mathematics, Phyg
A career on Optomefritps://www.college
optometrists.org/qualifyioafaein-optometry
Pharmacy Chemistry and at least one otl] AABI QUB and UU Royal Pharmaceutical Sogieiw.rpharms.com
-level from Biology, Mathemati
Physics (or Life & Health Scief
UU). GCSE DA Science. Biolg Pharmacy Futures Nitps://www.pharmacyfuturesnijcom/
at least ABevel preferred.
Physiotherapy One of the following: Maths, | BBB-UU Chartered Society of Physiothevemy.csp.org.uk
Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
CCEA Single Award Life & He| Successful interview requirg
Sciences.
Quantity Surveyir] One from Mathematics, Physiq ABB if desired subject is Royal Institute of Chartered Survweyavstics.org.uk
Chemistry, Biology, Engineerij offered. If not, all subjects
Construction. considered at AABU
Radiography One from: Maths, Physics, BBB plus successful intervi{ Society of Radiographsvgw.sor.org
Chemistry, Biology, CCEA Sin| required.
Award Life & Health Sciences GCSE DA Sciend@B
Social Work None specified ABB-QUB NI Social Care Coumgibw.niscc.info
BBBi UU Skills for Caneww.skillsforcare.org.uk
Successful interview requirg
Speech and English, a modern language o{ BBB plus successful intervi{ The Royal College of Speech and Language

Language Thera(

science would be useful

Therapistsyww.rcslt.org



http://www.medschools.ac.uk
http://www.bma.org.uk
https://www.themedicportal.com/
http://www.nhs.uk/careers
http://www.rcn.org.uk
http://www.rcm.org.uk
http://www.cot.co.uk
https://www.college-optometrists.org/qualifying/a-career-in-optometry
https://www.college-optometrists.org/qualifying/a-career-in-optometry
http://www.rpharms.com
https://www.pharmacyfuturesni.com/
http://www.csp.org.uk
http://www.rics.org.uk
http://www.sor.org
http://www.niscc.info
http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk
http://www.rcslt.org

Requirement:
for Degree

Courses

Sport and Exercid

Subjects Required at
AbLevel

One of the following: Biology,

A-Level Grades/Poin

AAB to include a grade A fr

Websites & Other Information

Sport Niwww.sportni.net

S

Sciences Chemistry, Mathematics, Phyq onefrom the listed subjects| Careers in Spdritps://careeinssport.co.uk/
Sports Studies, Life and Healt] UU Sport Science Careatips://www.bases.org.uk/spagke
Science studentsareers centre.html
Teaching One from: Art, English, Biology A*AA  ABBI St . Ma r| Department of Educatiomw.education.gov.uk
Chemistry, Physics, Geograph| ry St. Maryodos WwWmistmensdfasttaguk@o |l |
History, Irish, Spanish, ICT, M{ AAABBBi St . Ma r y| Stranmillis University Colleggv.stran.ac.uk
Music, Religion or Sport PostPrimary Please see websites for accurate grade requiremehts. St
For PosPrimary level the subje Maryds will only accept 1
taught must be studied-aével | AABI Stranmillis Primary
ABBi BCC Stranmillis
PostPrimary
Veterinary Sciend Chemistry and Biology and eit] A*AA AABI UK universities] Royal College of Veterinary Surgeswstcvs.org.uk
Physics or Maths dievel
N.B. UCD required 5825 CAO points for entry in 2023
and at least 60 hours practical experience relevantjto
animal handling
(N.B. QUB = Queends University Belfast; UU = University of Ul

Please see university websites for any updated entry requirements.

UCAS Tariff Points

AS Level (N.B. has only 40% tariff point weighting of

A level

*UDG| 8&$6 7DU
3RLQW

A*

A

C

6
8
0]
2
4
16

| 56 |
| 48 |
| 40 |
| 32 |
[ 24 |

L E | 16 |

BTec Diploma (RQF) Grade

A2))

A 2

0

16

C 12
10

| D | 10 |
__E | 6 |

BTEC National Extended Certificate (RQF)

(Students will be awarded two grades as it is

*UDGHV 3RLQW
| DD*

equivalent to two A Levels)

D*D
DM
MM
MP

[ 112
| 104
| 9%
| 80
| 64
| 48 |
32

(Equivalent to one A Level)

D* 56

48
32
16

N.B. Where a subject is taken at AS Level but not carried onto full A Level then the student will receive halfief. iGegu@Bsat AS = 16

points.

A student who takes 3 A Levels and a fourth subject at AS and achieves grades ABC & B (B in AS) will have 136t3QA30térdfrp8i
subjects to full A Level and a further 16 from the fourth subject studied to AS Level.)



