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Most students in Key Stage 4 will study up to 10 GCSE subjects. This will include six compulsory subjects which will provide 
you with up to seven grades as Double Award Science counts as two GCSEs.  
The compulsory subjects are as follows: - 

  
 English Language                                         English Literature 
 Learning for Life and Work                           Mathematics  
 Double Award Science                                               Religious Education  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Students will select their remaining three subjects from the list above. They will also be asked to choose a reserve option.  
The school will endeavour to provide students with as much choice as possible but if a subject is oversubscribed then        
students will be selected for that particular subject on the basis of their Year 10 Christmas report and in consultation with the 
relevant Head of Department.  If a subject does not have enough students wishing to study it next year, then it may not be 
possible to offer a GCSE in that subject and students will have to study an alternative subject.  
In addition to their GCSEs all students will also have P.E. as a compulsory part of the curriculum. Employability and Learning 
for Life will be formally examined through the GCSE in Learning for Life and Work.  
 
¶ Students may only select a maximum of two subjects from Technology and Design, Construction & BTec Engineering. 
 
¶ Students may only select one from GCSE Digital Technology and GCSE Computer Science  
 
¶ Students may only select one from Business Studies and Business Communication Systems  
 
¶ Students must achieve Grade A/ A+ in Year 10 Maths Assessments to study GCSE Further Maths 
   
 

Agriculture and Land Use  Further Mathematics 

Art & Design Geography 

Business Studies History 

Business and Communication 
Systems  

Hospitality  

Computer Science  Irish 

Construction Music 

Digital Technology  Spanish 

Drama Sport BTEC Level 2 

Engineering BTEC Level 2 Technology (Systems Control) 



 

Careers 
 
Several of the top UK universities require a modern foreign language at GCSE Grade C or above for entry onto some of their 
courses.  Traditional universities in the South of Ireland require a GCSE in one Modern Language for entry onto most of their 
courses ï this modern language can be Irish or Spanish.  Please check individual universities for up to date criteria. 
  
Double Award Science is an acceptable Science qualification for entry into all career paths.   
  
Whilst it is important to consider your KS4 options and subject choices carefully please do not worry unnecessarily as the 
school has set the core compulsory subjects so that the vast majority of careers are still open to you in the future. BTEC Level 
2 courses are acceptable to the vast majority of universities, however, they might look at performance in the individual units as 
well as the overall grade achieved so it would be important that students achieve well across all their units. In the South of 
Ireland, applied subjects including BTECs are not given the same level of recognition.  Please check individual universities for 
up to date criteria. 
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Included is a list of the subject requirements for a range of Degree courses. The information is mostly 
based on entry to courses in N. Ireland and is compiled from the universitiesô most up to date         
Prospectus available at going to print. 
 
As fees at N. Ireland universities are lower than for England, Scotland and Wales this creates increased 
demand for places here, therefore, asking grades for the courses listed below may be higher than for 
other UK universities. Ulster University often offer the same course e.g. Accounting/ Law / ICT/
Business at several of their campuses and asking grades at Magee or Coleraine campus may be lower ï 
simply because there are fewer applicants.  
 
Many degrees are now offered on a part-time basis and as there is no restriction on the number of 
places offered, the asking grades/ points are usually lower. Also, as students are assessed on their   
income rather than family income when calculating eligibility for paying fees, part-time degrees can be 
a much more affordable option.  On completion of A-Levels/ BTEC qualifications, an excellent range of 
Foundation degrees are also offered at South West and North West Regional Colleges. These can offer 
students the opportunity to study a third level qualification nearer to home at a much more affordable 
cost. On completion students can complete a further year or two of study at QUB/ UU if they then wish 
to top these up to an Honours degree.  A number of Honours Degree top up courses are now available 
at Regional Colleges.   
 
For more detailed information on entry requirements for further/ higher education courses (including 
GCSE requirements) check out the entry profile on the relevant university/ college website. Students 
are also advised to register with the student portal at all universities they may be interested in as this 
will offer them very useful information on specific courses/ careers they may be interested in as well as 
advice from current undergraduate students.  
 
Some degree courses will require GCSE Maths at Grade B; the vast majority require a minimum of 
Grade C in English and Maths. Very high demand courses, such as Medicine, Dentistry, Actuarial      
Science and Pharmacy, place a lot of emphasis on GCSE results and will have a GCSE performance 
threshold.   A language at GCSE will be required for the more traditional universities in R.O.I. (eg. UCD, 
Trinity College Dublin and University of Galway.)  
 
If you have a particular career path in mind and a particular subject(s) is listed as required in the table, 
you must ensure that you study that subject(s) at Post 16.   
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Requirements 
for Degree 
Courses 

Subjects Required at 
AõLevel 

A-Level Grades/Points Websites & Other Information 

Dentistry Biology and Chemistry A-Level 
required. 
  
A maximum of 1 applied A-level 
will be counted 

AAA + UCAT admission test - 
QUB 
GCSEs will be scored using 
points system on best 9 sub-
jects ï see QUB website for 
details 

Visit British Dental Association: www.bda-dentistry.org.uk 

and the General Dental Council: www.gdc-uk.org 

Career advice on becoming a Dentist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZziPWp7FfI 

Engineering Maths and another science     
subject, e.g. Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Technology and Design, 
Software Systems Development, 
Geography. Some courses may 
require GCSE Maths A and DA 
Science 

AAA ï BBB Grades vary     
depending on specific         
Engineering degree taken.  ï 
QUB. 
ABB ï BBC Grades vary     
depending on specific         
Engineering degree taken ï 
UU 

Royal Academy of Engineering: www.raeng.org.uk 
The Institution of Engineering and Technology: 
www.theiet.org 
Some courses may offer a one grade drop if offering a 
desirable subject - See university website for accurate 
grade requirements 

Environmental 
Health 

One from Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Geography, 
Life and Health Sciences (single or 
double award) Environmental 
Technology. 

BBB to include grade B from 
one of the listed subjects - UU 

Chartered Institute of Environmental Health: www.cieh.org 

Games Design An I.T. based subject would be 
useful 

 BBC- BCC - UU Epic Games have awarded Ulster Universityôs Screen 
Academy academic partner status. The  Unreal Academ-
ic Partner Program recognises   exemplary universities 
that have successfully    integrated Unreal Engine into 
their classes and labs. 

I.T./CIT/BIT Mathematics, Software Systems 
Development, Computing, Digital 
Technology, ICT, Biology,     
Chemistry, Physics. See website 
for subjects relevant to specific 
degree 

AAB ï BBB ï QUB 
  
BBC ï CCC - UU 

www.bringitonni.info 

N.B. Some courses may offer a grade reduction if studying 
desired subjects ï see university website for details 

Accounting No specific A-Levels, Maths or 
Business Studies useful 

AAB + GCSE Maths B - QUB 
  
BBB or BBC if offering A-Level 
Maths or Physics. GCSE Maths 
C* or above - UU 

www.accaglobal.com 
www.cimaglobal.com 
https://www.charteredaccountants.ie/ 

Architecture Useful A-levels include Art, Maths 
and Physics. For a small number 
of degree courses Maths and/or 
Physics, plus Art are required 

AAA ï QUB 
  
BBC - UU 

Applicants with a grade C in GCSE Art or no Art at GCSE/A
-level may be invited to submit a digital art portfolio ï QUB 
Applicants will be required to submit a portfolio, except 
where the applicant has GCSE Art at Grade B or higher- 
UU 

Biological Science Biology. A second A-level from 
Chemistry (preferred), Geography, 
Mathematics or Physics 

ABB ï BBB + GCSE DA   
Science CC and Maths C - 
QUB 

For offer of ABB inc. Biology then Chemistry A-Level not 
required but it would be an advantage to have studied 
Chemistry beyond GCSE level. 

Biomedical  
Science 

2 science subjects: Biology and/or 
Chemistry plus one other 
  
  
  

AAB-ABB + GCSE DA Science 
CC and Maths C ï QUB 
  
Grades BBB (including 2   
science subjects) 

QUB Acceptable second Science subjects: 
Computer Science, ICT, Environmental Technology,     
Geography, Mathematics, Physics, Psychology,  
Technology & Design. 
UU ð One from Chemistry, Physics, Maths Biology of which 
Chemistry is preferred if applying with PE, Geography or 
ICT 

Business Studies Business Studies useful ABB + GCSE Maths B - QUB 
  
BBC - UU 

Visit www.bized.co.uk or the website of Institute of        

Management : www.inst-mgt.org.uk 

N.B. Asking grades for UU will vary depending on campus 
and specific business course applied to. 

Computing Some courses may require Maths, 
Software Systems Development or 
Digital Technology A-Level or may 
offer a one grade drop if offering 
one of above. 

AAB ï BBB ï QUB 
  
BBB ï CCC - UU 

N.B. Asking grades will vary depending on campus and 
specific computing courses applied to, as well as relevant 
subjects studied at Post-16. 
  
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-

technology.pdf 

http://www.bda-dentistry.org.uk
http://www.gdc-uk.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZziPWp7FfI
http://www.raeng.org.uk
http://www.theiet.org
http://www.cieh.org
http://www.bringitonni.info
http://www.accaglobal.com
http://www.cimaglobal.com
https://www.charteredaccountants.ie/
http://www.bized.co.uk
http://www.inst-mgt.org.uk
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/economy/COIU-e-bulletin-software-technology.pdf
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Requirements 
for Degree 
Courses 

Subjects Required at 
AõLevel 

A-Level Grades/Points Websites & Other Information 

Law No essential A-Level subjects 
required but subjects that develop 
critical thinking and analytical skills 
such as English, History or Politics 
are useful 

AAA ï QUB 
  
ABB ï BBB - UU 

N.B. Asking grades for UU vary according to campus 

Medicine Chemistry and Biology, Maths or 
Physics. DA Science 

AAA at A-level + A in a fourth 
AS-level subject inc. A-level 
Chemistry + at least one other 
from Biology, Maths or Physics. 
If not offered at A-level then 
Biology grade A as a 4th       
AS-level  
OR 
 A*AA at A-level including 
Chemistry and Biology 
OR 
A*AA at A-level including 
Chemistry and either  
Mathematics or Physics +     
AS-level Biology grade B - 
QUB 
plus UCAT admissions test 

Medical Schools Council - www.medschools.ac.uk 

  
British Medical Association - www.bma.org.uk 

  
The Medic Portal - https://www.themedicportal.com/ 

  
  
UCAT will be scored and used in conjunction with the 
GCSE score to rank for interview. 

Nursing A relevant science useful BBC ï BCC ï QUB 
  
BBC - UU 

NHS Careers: www.nhs.uk/careers 
The Royal College of Nursing: www.rcn.org.uk 
The Royal College of Midwives: www.rcm.org.uk 

Occupational Ther-
apy 

A relevant science useful BBB ï UU 
  
Successful interview required 

The College of Occupational Therapy ï www.cot.co.uk 

Optometry Two science subjects from Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics. 
  

ABB - UU College of Optometrists: www.college-optometrists.org 
  
A career on Optometry - https://www.college-
optometrists.org/qualifying/a-career-in-optometry 

Pharmacy Chemistry and at least one other A
-level from Biology, Mathematics 
Physics (or Life & Health Science -
UU). GCSE DA Science. Biology to 
at least AS-Level preferred. 

AAB ï QUB and UU Royal Pharmaceutical Society: www.rpharms.com 

  
Pharmacy Futures NI - https://www.pharmacyfuturesni.com/ 

Physiotherapy One of the following: Maths,   
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
CCEA Single Award Life & Health 
Sciences. 

BBB - UU 
  
Successful interview required 

Chartered Society of Physiotherapy: www.csp.org.uk 

Quantity Surveying One from Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Engineering or 
Construction. 

ABB if desired subject is   
offered. If not, all subjects 
considered at AAA - UU 

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors: www.rics.org.uk 

Radiography One from: Maths, Physics,    
Chemistry, Biology, CCEA Single 
Award Life & Health Sciences 

BBB plus successful interview 
required. 
  
GCSE DA Science - BB 

Society of Radiographers: www.sor.org 

Social Work None specified ABB - QUB   
BBB ï UU   
Successful interview required 

NI Social Care Council: www.niscc.info 
Skills for Care: www.skillsforcare.org.uk 
 

Speech and  
Language Therapy 

English, a modern language or a 
science would be useful 

BBB plus successful interview The Royal College of Speech and Language          
Therapists: www.rcslt.org 

http://www.medschools.ac.uk
http://www.bma.org.uk
https://www.themedicportal.com/
http://www.nhs.uk/careers
http://www.rcn.org.uk
http://www.rcm.org.uk
http://www.cot.co.uk
https://www.college-optometrists.org/qualifying/a-career-in-optometry
https://www.college-optometrists.org/qualifying/a-career-in-optometry
http://www.rpharms.com
https://www.pharmacyfuturesni.com/
http://www.csp.org.uk
http://www.rics.org.uk
http://www.sor.org
http://www.niscc.info
http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk
http://www.rcslt.org
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AS Level (N.B. has only 40% tariff point weighting of 
A2.) 

 
 
 

BTEC National Extended Certificate (RQF) 
(Equivalent to one A Level)  

 

Grade Points 

A 20 

B 16 

C 12 

D 10 

E 6 

Grades Points 

D* 56 

D 48 

M 32 

P 16 

N.B. Where a subject is taken at AS Level but not carried onto full A Level then the student will receive half of the points; i.e. Grade B at AS = 16 
points.  
A student who takes 3 A Levels and a fourth subject at AS and achieves grades ABC & B (B in AS) will have 136 UCAS tariff points. (120 from 3 
subjects to full  A Level and a further 16 from the fourth subject studied to AS Level.) 

UCAS Tariff Points 

             A level 

 
 

BTec Diploma (RQF) Grade 
(Students will be awarded two grades as it is 

equivalent to two A Levels) 

 
 

 
 
  

�*�U�D�G�H �8�&�$�6���7�D�U�L�I�I��
�3�R�L�Q�W�V 

A* 56 

A 48 

B 40 

C 32 

D 24 

E 16 

�*�U�D�G�H�V �3�R�L�Q�W�V 

D*D* 112 

D*D 104 

DD 96 

DM 80 

MM 64 

MP 48 

PP 32 

Requirements 
for Degree 
Courses 

Subjects Required at 
AõLevel 

A-Level Grades/Points Websites & Other Information 

(N.B. QUB = Queenôs University Belfast; UU = University of Ulster) 
Please see university websites for any updated entry requirements. 

Sport and Exercise 
Sciences 

One of the following: Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, 
Sports Studies, Life and Health 
Science 

AAB to include a grade A from 
one from the listed subjects - 
UU 

Sport NI: www.sportni.net 
Careers in Sport: https://careers-in-sport.co.uk/ 
Sport Science Careers: https://www.bases.org.uk/spage-
students-careers_centre.html 

Teaching One from: Art, English, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Geography, 
History, Irish, Spanish, ICT, Maths, 
Music, Religion or Sport 
For Post-Primary level the subject 
taught must be studied at A-Level 

A*AA ï ABB ï St. Maryô Prima-
ry 
AAA-BBB ï St. Maryôs          
Post-Primary 
  
AAB ï Stranmillis Primary 
ABB ï BCC Stranmillis         
Post-Primary 

Department of Education: www.education.gov.uk 
St. Maryôs University College: www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk 
Stranmillis University College: www.stran.ac.uk 
Please see websites for accurate grade requirements. St 
Maryôs will only accept 1 BTEC at Post 16 

Veterinary Science Chemistry and Biology and either 
Physics or Maths at A-Level 

A*AA ï AAB ï UK universities 
  
  

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons: www.rcvs.org.uk 
  
N.B.  UCD required 589 ï 625 CAO points for entry in 2023 
and at least 60 hours practical experience relevant to  
animal handling 


