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Dear Student,  
 
Welcome to the Christian Brothersô Grammar School. I hope you will find 
our Post 16 Prospectus informative and interesting. Its purpose is to    
provide students with information on the range of courses available in 
2024-26 in Senior School. Whatever you are seeking educationally from 
the next stage of your life, our Post 16 provision aims to meet your needs. 
We offer an appropriate range of courses for students wishing to study at 
university and for those who may be seeking employment. Our Post 16 
provision has an excellent track record of supporting students to achieve 
their goals. Our wide-ranging intake of pupils achieve consistently high 
levels of achievement in both GCSE and A Levels. The most recent ETI 
Inspectorate report (2017) praised the schoolôs óbroad and well balancedô 
curriculum, especially noting the óextensive offer of vocational and       
academic subjects. We offer 26 courses within Post 16 to meet the needs 
of all our students. You will have the option to choose from a range of 
academic courses, as well as applied qualifications in Construction, Sport, 
Business, and IT. We realise students make some important decisions 
during their time in Post 16 and we are committed to providing support 
throughout their time with us and beyond. Our Pastoral team is led by the 
Head of School, a Head of Year 14, and a Head of Year 13 who in turn 
lead a team of Form Teachers who manage the day-to-day pastoral needs 
of the students. In addition, our Careers Department offer full support for 
University, College, or Higher-Level Apprenticeship admission. This      
includes guidance on your personal statement, your choice of institution, 
course and interview preparation. We offer visits from course directors 
and professionals throughout the year and encourage work placements. 
We warmly welcome new students from other schools who wish to     
continue their studies after GCSE and join our Year 13 group. Students in 
Year 13 take a minimum of three Post 16 subjects, but may choose four, 
depending on their GCSE results. We continue to review the needs of our 
students in ICT provision within our two Post 16 study centres and now 
offer you the opportunity to bring your own devices, such as laptops, to 
avail of school Wi-Fi for study. We also provide our students with a range 
of enrichment opportunities to complement their academic studies;     
developing personal qualities, aptitudes and new life skills are all a      
fundamental part of education in Senior School. Post 16 students take 
modules in an enrichment programme, enhancing their personal         
development. We encourage a spirit of volunteering and vibrant         
community involvement. We are continuing to offer the Pope John Paul II 
Programme and Millennium Volunteer Award and our extracurricular    
provisions encompass a wide  variety of highly successful sports and arts 
opportunities. Indeed, Omagh CBS are 2023 All Ireland Football       
Champions and back-to-back MacRory Cup winners (2023/24). Post 16 
students in Omagh CBS are a special part of our school life. Each student 
entering Year 13 will leave, after two years here, a different person. As a 
young developing adult with your own beliefs, values, knowledge and 
skills, you will have made lifelong friendships, as well as having gained the 
skills, confidence and maturity to face the challenges in the years ahead. I 
wish you success in your Post 16 studies. After reading through this  
booklet, you may wish to gain further information on individual courses or 
aspects of life in Senior School. If so, please do not hesitate to contact our 
school; telephone number 028 8224 3567. Should you decide to follow 
your Post 16 studies at Omagh CBS, I look forward to meeting you in  
August 2024. 
 
Mr Des Maginness  
Head of School, Post 16 
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The opportunity to undertake Post-16 
studies here at Omagh CBS is an      
exciting time in your life. For the first 
time in your academic journey, you are 
completely in charge of what subjects 
you will study, giving you the chance to 
gain a greater understanding of subjects 
that interest and excite you, and will 
open doors for you beyond school life. I 
appreciate that many of you do not 
know what you want to do when you 
leave Omagh CBS but let me reassure 
you that you are not alone, and your 
decisions now will not decide your future 
career path for definite. We have an 
excellent careers department who are 
willing to help you every step of the way 
in any decisions or questions you may 
have. The first choice you will make is 
choosing which subjects you wish to 
study. Traditionally, the jump from GCSE 
to AS Level studies is quite significant, 
with an increase in course content and a 
more in-depth study of each subject. I 
advise you to choose subjects which you 
are interested in and enjoy, as you will 
have eight periods a week and will be 
expected to do a substantial amount of 
independent revision. At Post-16 we  
offer new subjects through the Omagh 
learning community, which always    
generates great interest from our Post-
16 students. I chose to study Biology, 
Chemistry and Mathematics. These   
subjects were a perfect match to my 
interests, and I thoroughly enjoy     
studying them. I encourage you to use 
this booklet to gain a proper             
understanding of the content within the 
subjects that interest you, allowing you 
to make an informed decision about 
your choices. Our wide range of extra-
curricular activities in Omagh CBS     
provides a great platform for you to  
express and highlight your talents, as 
well as giving you the chance to find 
new strengths and interests. Our Senior 
Prefect and Hall Monitor programmes 
are a fantastic way to enhance your 
leadership and communication skills, 
giving you the opportunity to engage 
with junior school pupils and the wider 
school community. I have no doubt 
many of you will have been inspired by 
our Hogan Cup success last year, and I 
encourage each of you to grasp the  
opportunity to represent our school in 
whatever way you can, whether it be 
through football, music, or any of our 
extensive extracurricular opportunities. I 
wish you all the best in your Post-16 
studies and remember, if you are not 
willing to work no one can help you, if 
you are determined to succeed no one 
can stop you. 



Omagh CBS has a long established tradition of achievement, success, quality teaching and learning at Post 
16 Level. The special features of Senior School include: 
 
Å  Expert tuition in 26 courses at A Level, OCR Technicals and BTEC.  
Å  A friendly atmosphere  where a committed team of teachers and support staff working in partnership 

with the students 
Å  A tutorial programme designed to help each student achieve his full potential 
Å  Specialist career guidance and advice on university applications and interviews 
Å  Work Experience 
Å  A Senior Prefect & Hall Monitor Team  
Å  Involvement in the Student Council, the Pope John Paul II Award and the Millennium Volunteer 

Award 
Å  Opportunities to develop and show leadership qualities 
Å  An enrichment programme to broaden learning experiences 
Å  An innovative R.E. programme 
Å  A wide range of extra-curricular activities 
Å  A fully equipped Home Economics suite 
Å  Extensive IT facilities 
Å  Excellent library facilities 
Å  A separate study centre with IT facilities and kitchen attached 
Å  Fully equipped Fitness Suites, Gym and 3G football pitch 
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We offer a wide range of Advanced Level Subjects and you may choose from: 
 
Art and Design 

Biology 

Business Studies 

Business (OCR) - Extended Certificate  

Chemistry 

Construction (BTEC) - Extended Certificate & Diploma 

Digital Technology 

English Literature 

Environmental Technology* 

Geography 

Government & Politics*   

History 

I.T. Technicals 

Irish* 

Life and Health Science 

Mathematics 

Music* 

Physics 

Psychology* 

Religious Education 

Software Systems Development 

Spanish 

Sport (BTEC) - Extended Certificate, Diploma 

Technology (System Control) 

       * Available if offered by the Omagh Learning Community 

 
N.B. BTec National Extended Certificate is equivalent to one A Level; BTec Diploma is 
equivalent to two A Levels; IT Cambridge Technicals is equivalent to one A Level; 
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All A Levels are modular. The AS (Advanced Subsidiary) modules in each     
subject covered in Year 13 will be examined in that year and will constitute an 
AS Level (i.e. 40% of an A Level) in that subject. 
 
A2 modules will be taken in each subject in Year 14, and these will then     
combine with the AS to produce a full A Level.  AS and A Levels are graded on 
a scale of A-E.  Students taking a BTEC course will be graded either Pass,   
Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at the end of the two years study. 
 
To give breadth and balance to your Post 16 subject choice we advise the    
following:  
¶ AS Business cannot be taken with Business (OCR). 
 

¶ Only one from Digital Technology, IT Technicals or Software Systems             
Development  may be chosen. 

 

¶ If choosing Life and Health Science do not select Chemistry or Biology. 
We also recommend that you check with university courses you are     
interested in if they will accept Life and Health Science along with     
Physics.    



If you have a definite career area in mind, it is vital that you 
choose subjects that are essential for entry into that career area,  
e.g. Maths and Physics or Maths and Technology are required for 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering at Queenôs.  For Medicine 
you will need Chemistry and Biology.  Pages 38-40 of this booklet 
show the subjects required for a range of degree courses. Our  
career guidance staff will help each student to decide on his choice 
of subjects.  Final decisions will be made in August after GCSE  
results are published. 

 
 
 

You will be studying three or four subjects for the next two years. 
It is very important that you enjoy each subject. Your interest and 
enjoyment of the subject will help you to make progress at AS and 
A2 Level. 

 
 
 

There are no easy options at Post 16 Level. Whatever combination 
of AS subjects you select, you will need to have ability in the    
subjects and show a high level of commitment to your studies in 
order to fulfil your potential, achieve high grades and gain entry 
into the next stage of your career. 
 
It is important to choose subjects which 
Å  Are essential for the career you wish to pursue 
Å  Match your interests and abilities 
Å  You will enjoy studying 
 
Perhaps you have not yet decided on a particular career.  If so, 
you must try to keep your options open and choose a balanced 
range of subjects. 
 
Take your time, research thoroughly, discuss the options with your      
parents, Form Teacher and our Career Advisers who will guide you 
to make informed decisions about your future. 
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